
23 March 2017 Term 1,   Week 9 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

Over the last two years as part of our commitment to high quality and engaging spaces we 
have been working with an architect about the refurbishment of all current classrooms and 
entrance spaces as Stage One. This renovation and refurbishment also entails renovating 
our walkways, port racks, railings, landings and new Early Years toilets.  

Stage Two will be the covering of our school basketball court with a permanent structure 
and resurfacing it as a flexible and multi-use space. Yesterday we had surveyors out as we 
begin the process of putting together the planning and design of this covered area. This 
facility will be of great benefit to all of the community including WSACC as it will allow us to 
have a flexible and weather proof space for use all year round. Stage Two will also include 
resurfacing and upgrading the playing surface.  

This renovation will impact on both our school community and before and after school care 
but ultimately will result in contemporary and modern spaces that will benefit the whole 
community.  

Today the Courier Mail came to take photos of some of our wonderful children in the new 
space that we have created in Mrs Patmore’s class (yr2). These photos will hopefully be in 
the paper tomorrow or over the next couple of days. They will be pictures for a story about 
funding for school refurbishments. It is timely as we begin our refurbishment of every 
classroom that our school can highlight what engaging, bright and flexible spaces can do for 
learning.  

During this build time we will be moving two classes  at a time into half of the library space 
and into our new art and music room. Over next week prep and year 1 will begin to move 
into the art room and library space respectively. Those two classes will remain in those 
rooms until week 3 of term 2 when they will move back into their brand new rooms.  

Next week part of the carpark will be turned into a staging and storage area with shipping 
containers and parking for some trades. Work will also take place over weekends to help 
with disturbance and noise. We apologise for the inconvenience this will cause and thank 
you for your patience and understanding during the process of building.  

Have a good week, 
Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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APRE 
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

School and Parish Mass 

Thank you to our students, staff, families, Holy Rosary parishioners and Fr Jose for our 
celebration of Eucharist on Wednesday. Fr Jose reminded us that the word Eucharist means 
thanksgiving. Thank you to Mrs McCourt for preparing our school to sing during our 
celebration. I am still learning the actions to some of our new songs so I was looking for 
help during the Mass and I was able to join in with such great examples from our students 
and staff. 

Project Compassion – Love Your Neighbour 

Thank you for your support during our annual 
Project Compassion Appeal. Some students have 
filled their collection boxes already and have asked 
for another box. Project Compassion boxes can be 
returned to the office. Next week we will have free 
dress on Wednesday with a gold coin donation 
going to support Project Compassion.  

Have a peaceful week,  

Dean Estreich 
Assistant Principal Religious Education (APRE) 

 

 

A NIGHT WITH PAUL KELLY  
This is a Parish Fundraiser with a tribute band playing Paul Kelly songs, on April 1st from 
7pm in the Heritage Hall at Holy Cross.  Cost is $25 (including snacks) with proceeds to be 
used to repair St Anne’s Hall.   A bar will be operating.  Everyone is welcome.  Tickets may 
be purchased from the Parish Office (33575793) or at www.eventbrite.com.au where you 
can search by date or event – an evening of songs and stories celebrated with the music of 
Paul Kelly.  We hope to see you there! 

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL 
Remember that EVERY 
Friday is now Footloose 
Friday. 

NEW Hair Ties and 
Clips IN STOCK! 

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/
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PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

Dear Parents, 

We are at the end of the term and it’s been a very hot one.  Tempers are frayed, 
fuses are short and the holidays loom.  This is the time when discipline can be very 
difficult.  Michael Grose suggests you discipline like a cat!  As a ‘cat person’ I can 
relate to this.  If you are a ‘dog person’, you’ll have to do a little adjusting! 

1. Manage yourself first - Cats are self-contained and very controlled. So, when you bring some 
cat into your parenting the first thing you need to do is to learn to manage your own reactions 
rather than over-react/ repeat yourself/yell. Start by stepping away from the stressful 
situation and taking some deep breaths to change your emotional state. 

2. Go low - Rather than raise your voice, lower it. Raising our voice has the effect of making 
children ignore us or argue with us. Children will hear our vehemence but not the detail. By 
lowering your voice children are more likely to hear you and take notice. 

3. Go near -Recently I saw a father shout out for some help but his two children ignored his 
requests as they were watching TV. Rather than shout out his instructions again, he went into 
the TV room and quietly asked his children for help.  He made a connection and they 
responded because he had moved into their space. 

4. Look away - Most people have been trained to make eye contact when they speak. Non-
verbal communications guru, Michael Grinder, advises parents and teachers to do the 
opposite; that is, look away from a child when issuing a command rather than look them in the 
eye. He argues that eye contact at the point of giving an instruction or laying out your 
expectation is an invitation to an argument, especially with teenagers, who, due to the fact 
that their brain is being completely rewired, are likely to retreat to their reptilian brain when 
they feel under threat. 

5. Let checklists, charts and rosters do the managing - Parents who develop independence in 
their children manage predominantly in a visual way, with charts, rosters, etc. In particular, 
most boys and all children on the autism spectrum like the constancy and consistency when 
visual messages and reminders support and reinforce verbal communication.  

6. Use consequences to teach responsibility - Cats don’t spend a great deal of time talking to get 
their point across. Instead they use a consequence, which by definition is reasonable, 
respectful and related (e.g. remove the meal when children fight at the table) to reinforce 
their point and promote cooperative, responsible behaviour – which is necessary for 
independence. 

Every family needs a cat because they provide safety which is essential for children’s healthy 
development. ‘Cats’ make sure the family functions well and stays on track. So, if firmness is a 
challenge, I urge you to find your inner cat and put it to work at least some of the time.  

Mary MacKillop – a dog lover - would say:  “Take care of yourself.”   
Have fun practising being a cat this week. 

God bless,  
Sr Anne - School Pastoral Worker 

CONGRATULATIONS to Kim-Hoya Hopkins, Saesha George, Shelliah 
Wilkie, Kathleen Hopkins, Kira Stokes and Talarah Simpson who, at Mass 
on Wednesday, committed themselves to the Mini Vinnies for 2017.  
These girls have already been visiting Windsor Aged Care each week and 
will start the Winter Appeal with the Mothers’ Day stall early next term.  
Thank you to Mrs Bernice Heron of the Lutwyche Parish St Vincent de Paul 
Society for her continued support of our group. 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 
Here are plenty of ideas from cyh.com’s Fact Sheet on ‘A Healthy Lunch Box’. 
Fillings: Spreading a little butter or margarine on the bread will help keep the sandwich from getting 
soggy if you have a runny filling to put into it, but most sandwiches do not need a lot of butter or 
margarine. If you are going to have fillings which are normally kept in the fridge, such as cooked meat, 
you need to be able to keep your sandwich cold. An ice brick or frozen drink in your lunch box can 
help with this. Even in Winter you need a ice brick. 
*Grated carrot and cheese with 'lite' mayonnaise (mayo)    *Cream cheese and celery    *Chopped 
cooked chicken and mayonnaise, with lettuce  *Grated cheese and chopped celery, or carrot  
*Leftover roast meat with grated carrot, chopped lettuce and chutney or tomato sauce    *Lean ham, 
sliced cheese and a pineapple ring (make sure you dry it well)    *Peanut butter and grated carrot  

SCHOOL AWARDS 

Principal Armaan 

Prep 
D’Qwaun & 
Armaan 

Yr 1 Cooper & Declan 

Yr 2 Summer & Seth 

Yr 3/4 
Koormurri, Sam & 
Christopher 

Yr 5/6 
Cerys, Saesha & 
Kim-Hoya 

Sr Anne  

MARCH 

3rd Dante 

8th Ivy 

9th Armaan 

10th Cooper 

13th Jada 

20th D’Qwaun 

28th Seth 

29th Harvey 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM 

We begin the children’s 
program with the Enrolment 
ceremony at every Parish Mass 
this weekend.  We ask your 
prayerful support for these 
children.  



PH:  07 3857 4803 
Fax:  07 3857 5039 
Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 

22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030  
PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

Find us and like our Facebook page: 
St Mary of the Cross School Windsor www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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Brisbane Roar Soccer Clinic 

For the last four weeks we have had Coach Dean from the Brisbane Roar Soccer Club come and teach 
us soccer skills.  We’ve learnt dribbling, toe taps, side kicks, drag backs, L-shaped turns and played lots 
of fun games.  From the second week we rode on the bus to the oval for our soccer lessons.   

Coach Dean encouraged us to be active and always have a go.  He taught us to put a lot of effort in 
every lesson, keep our heads high, be confident and work as a team.  We had a great time at our 
Soccer lessons. 

By Kathleen Hopkins - Yr 5/6 

Easter Raffle 
Tickets are 50c each or 5 for $2 

 

If you would like more tickets to 

sell/purchase please see the office. 

 

The office is still accepting 

DONATIONS for the Raffle; be it large 

or small, every item is gratefully 

received. 

 

Raffle Drawn at Assembly 

WEDNESDAY 29th MARCH 

GRETEL  
TIPPETT 
IS COMING 
WHEN 
Thursday 30th March  
10 - 10.30am 

EASTER BONNET PARADE - Wednesday 29th at Assembly 
Children in Years 1-6 are invited to participate in this year’s Easter Bonnet Parade. Send your child along with their 
creation next Wednesday. Get creative, be original and have fun! Prizes for most original and best theme. 
Prep will be making theirs in class with Mrs Curran & Mrs Cooper.   


